
Insertion of Oropharyngeal Airway

1
An oral airway is used to:


a. maintain patency of the upper airway


b. to facilitate oral suctioning


c. improve the effectiveness of oxygenation and aerosol therapy

2.
Estimate the appropriate size by measuring the airway’s length against the 
distance from the lips to the ear on the patient.

3. 
Moisten the airway with normal saline or water based lubricant if 
necessary.

4.
Insert the airway into the mouth with the convex curve towards the chin.

5. 
When the curved portion of the airway is more than halfway into the 


mouth, rotate the airway 180 degrees.

6. 
Advance the airway until the flange reaches the lips.


7.
 Check the tongue for proper positioning post insertion.

8. 
Monitor the patient at least Q4H for airway patency.

9. 
If the airway becomes obstructed, remove it and replace with a new one.

10.
 If the patient gags when the airway is inserted, consider a smaller size or 
remove the airway.

